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Overview of the CT Trail Census

A statewide multi-use
trail user study and
volunteer data collection
program 
Pilot funded by DEEP
Rec Trails grant



Overview of the CT Trail Census

Volunteer Based Data Collection

Promote active
community
participation in
monitoring.
Encourage data
informed trail
building and
maintenance
programs.



Volunteer Responsibilities



Volunteer Responsibilities 



Understanding Volunteers



Volunteer Trends
Nationally

Over 25% of
Americans
volunteer

$184 billion
of service

State Rankings by Volunteer Rate. (n.d.).

62.2 million
volunteers

7.8 billion
hours



Connecticut
Volunteer Trends

28.2% of
residents
volunteer

$2.2 billion
of service 

State
Rank: 21

State Rankings by Volunteer Rate. (n.d.).

81.84
million
hours 

835,036
volunteers

16%
community

services



Learn something
new
Gain Experience
Build resume 
New to the area
Religious reasons

For fun

To explore a

career

Gain status 

To give back

Interest in topic

Why Volunteer?

Why Volunteer? (n.d.).



Interviewees

Stacey Stearns:
Program Specialist

Agriculture
UCONN Extension

Diane Ciano:
CT Horse Council

Trails Chairperson,
Volunteer Horse

Patrol Supervisor

Peggy Compton
Natural Resource

Educator
University of

Wisconsin- Extension  

Kris Stepenuck
Extension Assistant

Professor of
Watershed Science,

Policy and Education



Volunteer Recruitment 
Use word of mouth



Volunteer Recruitment   
Recruit volunteers locally



Volunteer Recruitment 

Wear uniforms, vests, or hats
walkwayoverthehudson.com



Volunteer Training 
Face to face

Practice
Pair Up 



Volunteer Training 

Training date
close to start
date



Volunteer Training 
Training Videos
Instructions cttrailcensus.uconn.edu  



Volunteer Motivation

Recognize
accomplishments
Review hours
Hold a small
celebration for
volunteers



Volunteer Motivation

Treat them as friends/ family



Feedback

What is the data being used for?
Time is valuable



Problems & Resolutions 

First time data
collection



Problems & Resolutions 

Inconsistency
in data
collection



Problems & Resolutions 

Conflicts between volunteers 



References

State Rankings by Volunteer Rate. (n.d.). Retrieved January
20, 2017, from https://www.nationalservice.gov/vcla/state-
rankings-volunteer-rate

Why Volunteer? (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2017, from
https://www.energizeinc.com/art/why-volunteer

cttrailcensus.uconn.edu 



Thank
you!


